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CABINET REPORT

To:  Chair, Ladies and 
Gentlemen

ACTIVE TRAVEL FUND AND SAFE ROUTES IN 
THE COMMUNITY FUND

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 On 1st May 2018 the Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced £60 million to 
support active travel schemes as part of The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan.  

1.2 Available over the next 2 years, the funding will create new active travel routes 
across Wales, connecting people’s homes to schools, jobs and their local community 
with the aim of encouraging more people to walk or cycle.

1.3 The report gives an update on the progress made on the current projects that has 
secured funding this financial year together with a suite of proposals that have been 
submitted to Welsh Government for years 19/20 and 20/21

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that

2.1 Cabinet note the progress that has been made by officers on current projects and 
approve the submission of funding applications both locally and regionally. 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
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3.1 The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 requires public bodies to 
think more about the long-term, to work better with people, communities and each 
other, look to prevent problems and take a more joined-up approach.

3.2 The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 places a duty on public 
bodies to seek to achieve the well-being goals and objectives in everything they do.

3.3 Prosperity for all:  the national strategy sets out the Welsh Government’s vision for 
Taking Wales Forward, and sets out the well-being objectives under four key 
themes.

Prosperous & Secure  Support People and businesses to drive prosperity
 Tackle regional inequality and promote fair work
 Drive sustainable growth and combat climate change

Healthy & Active  Deliver quality health and care services fit for the 
future

 Promote good health and well-being for everyone
 Build healthier communities and better environments

Ambitious & Learning  Support young people to make the most of their 
potential

 Build ambition and encourage learning for life
 Equip everyone with the right skills for a changing 

world
United & Connected  Build resilient communities, culture and language

 Deliver modern and connected infrastructure
 Promote and protect Wales’ place in the world

3.4 On 1st May 2018 the Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced £60 million to 
support active travel schemes as part of The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan.  
Available over the next 2 years, the funding will create new active travel routes 
across Wales, connecting people’s homes to schools, jobs and their local community 
with the aim of encouraging more people to walk or cycle.

3.5 On the 3rd August 2018 the Minister announced that he was allocating £10.36 
million to local authorities across Wales for schemes to promote active travel for 
2018/2019.

3.6 In relation to Active Travel and the Local Transport fund, Welsh Government have 
made available to Local Authorities, two capital transport grants to deliver these 
objectives.  

3.7 MTCBC received funding in 17/18 for a local project and as you are aware the 
scheme the authority is making progress with is the “Gutty” at Quakers yard which is 
delivering an active travel community path from Quakers Yard to Treharris, and this 
route would be submitted to Welsh Government under the Local Transport Fund and 
this project will be completed within the next month.



3.8 In addition and as part of our regional South East Wales collaboration MTCBC has 
led on a regional scheme to explore and improve regional Active Travel Network 
Strategic Improvements. This scheme looked at plans to improve access to South 
East Wales Metro Stations; Network Signing; Access Barriers and Network Bike Hire 
and some of the recommendations from this work and being implemented this 
financial year.  

3.9 A further scheme led by Rhondda Cynon Taff was also submitted and approved to 
the value of £125,000. This allocation of funding will further advance the 
development plans for the Merthyr / Abernant Tunnel and the Rhondda Tunnel and 
progress is being made in terms of Business planning.

4.0 In relation to 19-20 financial years, a suite of funding applications have recently been 
submitted to Welsh Government, and these are: 

Local Schemes 

 Afon Taf High School to Troedyrhiw Primary School Active Travel Route and 
£225,000 has been applied for to deliver walking and cycling improvements between 
Troedyrhiw community primary school and Afon Taf High School, these will include 
traffic signal improvements, new pedestrian crossing, footway improvements and 
improvements to the river walk.

 Gwaunfarren Primary School and £161,000 has been applied for to deliver 
improvements outside the school including construction of a new footway, widening 
of the road, road markings, controlled crossing and a new splitter island.

 Trevithick Trail (Tramroad) and £140,000 has been applied for to deliver 
improvements to the Trevithick Trail. The project will include a dedicated cycleway 
route along the tramroad.

Regional Schemes 

 An Active travel regional scheme has also been submitted for £390,000 and this will 
look to develop regional station travel plans which will detail the required physical 
access improvements and facilities that will enable active travel journeys to be 
promoted.

 A feasibility study will be carried out on delivering bike hire across region, along with  
the continuation of the network signing/barrier study and also the development of a 
INM scheme development pot where authorities across the region will be able to bid 
in for development funding.

4.1 Only schemes that were identified on the relevant Integrated Network Map, 
submitted to Welsh Government were considered for funding and an internal officer 
group was established to identify the priority projects that could be delivered this 
financial year.

4.2 So that MTCBC can successfully manage the regional and local implementation & 
development of the project, it is necessary to recruit and Strategic Programme officer 



and a monitoring & finance officer, for a fixed term period of 3 years. The funding of 
these posts are part of the wider series of funding submissions to WG including 
Metro + Programme and Active Travel local and regional schemes. 

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 There are no financial implications for Merthyr Tydfil CBC and the schemes will be 
100% funded by Welsh Government.

6.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Positive 
Impacts

Negative 
Impacts

Not 
Applicable 

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 4 of 4 0 of 4 0 of 4

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working:

 Long term
 Prevention
 Integration
 Collaboration
 Involvement

5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 10 of 10 0 of 10 0 of 10

4. Biodiversity 1 of 1 0 of 1 0 of 1

Summary:
The main positive impacts are increased walking and cycling routes that will have an 
improved impact on people’s health & well-being.  Further positive impacts on the 
environment as an increased volume of people would be encouraged to walk and cycling 
rather than driving.
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution? 



Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 


